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Abstract 

Peace which is germane for the overall development of any nation has eluded 
African countries because of bad governance, corruption, misapplication and 
misappropriation of resources, marginalization, poverty and unemployment, 
sit-tight approach in office, etc. Therefore, where there is no peace there 
would be no economic development because there is a nexus between them 
and education. This work examines the meaning of peace, economic 
development and education as it affects African States with emphasis on 
Nigeria. Its importance and effects are x-rayed based on the present 
happenings in Nigeria with Boko Haram, Kidnappers, Crime rates, the Niger 
Delta Militias, etc. African leaders are not playing the expected roles to foster 
peace and economic development because of corruption, selfishness, 
dishonesty and lack of transparency. To this end, this paper recommends what 
African leaders should do such as the provision of employment, basic needs, 
equitable and fair allocation of resources, encouragement of education, 
government of inclusiveness, poverty reduction as well as aggressive 
industrialization to enhance economic development amongst others. The 
conclusion being that sound education will promote peaceful coexistence 
which will bring accelerated investments and economic development in all 
ramifications. 
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Peace can be defined as a “sociopolitical environment without violence, 
conflicts, wars, coups, revolution, riots, ethnic cleansings, electoral violence, non-
judicial killings, murders, assassinations, abductions, terrorists’ attacks, discrimination 
and violence against women”. There is no African nation that is free from insecurity, 
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war, violence or one form of terrorism or the other. As a matter of fact, peace has 
eluded the African nation as a result of bad governance, corruption, unemployment, 
poverty, non adherence to the rule of law, ethnicity and religious bigotry amongst 
others. According to Marshall and Robert (2001, 2003 and 2005) many African 
countries are suffering due to internal and external conflicts and spending much to war 
by ignoring economic growth and development. In another development, economic 
development is seen as both process and condition: Hence, Thomas and Reader (1997), 
defines development as a multidimensional process involving changes from a less to a 
more society desirable state. Economic development is increase in Gross National 
Product plus changes in all ramifications. Therefore, development is achieved when 
there is a decrease in poverty, improvement in welfare indicators. Due to the fact that 
women are positive agents of peace, development has been redefined with the inclusion 
of gender by Boserup (1989). With this publication increasing attention has been given 
to women’s role in development. The best criteria to measure development are the 
Human Development Index (HDI). According to the United Nations Development 
Programme UNDP (1990) the real wealth of a nation is its people. As well, the purpose 
of development is to create an enabling environment for people to enjoy healthy 
creative lives. Education is also a veritable instrument for the achievement of a lasting 
peace in any country. Nnadi and Amaechi (2004) confirm that education brings about 
social interaction and relationship which cements or solidifies peace and development. 
Therefore, there is a positive correlation between peace, development and education: 
where there is peace, the educational awarness and tolerance is also high, which brings 
about development. Education assists people greatly to raise their levels of social, 
cultural, economic and political consciousness. People are gradually developing sincere 
and right attitudes to relationships as relationship is gradually being built on reasons 
and purposes. Ijere (1992) opines that education enhance peaceful co-existence because 
it makes people to adopt and adapt proven solution to environmental problems used by 
others inspite of cultural differences. No partnership and even empowerment can ever 
thrive in an environment ravaged with rancour and disunity. Peace is the only gateway 
to any meaningful development in a given country or continent like Africa. 

 
Impediments to Peace and Economic Development in Africa 

In Africa development has been a mirage because there is no peace and 
stability. Peace is costly but it is worth the expense. African countries are lagging 
behind in nation building, economic sustainability, stability and development because 
of the following: bad leadership, corruption, poverty, insecurity, unemployment, ethnic 
wars, truncating of democratic process, etc. It is no gainsaying the fact, that majority of 
African political leaders are looters. There are a few honest men among the ruling class 
in Nigeria and Africa generally. Majority of the government officials are products of 
the military that ruled Nigeria for 38 years, that is why we have so much stealing and 
embezzlement of unimaginable sums of money. Mbazuluike (2012) reveals that you 
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have a situation where some governors are richer than the states they govern, where 
some chairmen of local government councils are richer than their respective councils. 
In Nigeria what we have now is a union that was imposed by military fiat, and the 
people who imposed the constitution on Nigerians are all Northern military leaders. 
(Mbazuluike, 2012, ibid). This is why we are having Frictition, dissatisfaction, 
complaint of marginalization and inequitable distribution of and arrangement of wealth 
within the country. This is why education is necessary in governance and any other 
profession. Mbazuluike (2012) opines that the military is never trained to govern 
people, but they were trained to fight, to overrun, to conquer, to lot and to destroy. The 
military went into heavy stealing after the war, by then the oil wealth had come and 
there was so much money for them to loot. They stayed for 38 years doing what they 
were trained to do. This affected the relative peace in the country earlier than now. 
Also, Nigerian universities have reduced the standard of education, so nobody trusts 
Nigerian graduates any longer. Hence, so many rich Nigerians including ministers are 
now sending their children to universities in Ghana. By the time you have many 
millions of graduates who have no jobs, the revolution will come by itself, thereby 
eliminating peace. The ordinary man is angry, many Nigerians are angry about the type 
of country we have. This is applicable to many other African countries. Uduma (2012) 
says that governance is not based on equity, balance and fairness. As well, due to 
injustice, insincerity and high level of corruption and frauds that are being covered in 
high places by the judiciary, Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC), etc. Peace remains elusive in 
Nigeria. The consequences will be enormous if these are corrected.  It is not an 
exaggeration to say that this thing might lead to a situation where the masses will be so 
frustrated, where the young graduates will be so frustrated that a revolution will just 
start one day and swallow up everybody. Many African leaders are reluctant getting out 
of office, until they are disgraced out of office, even when their tenures have expired. 
Some politicians and contractors who are supposed to be leaders but should be better 
addressed as heartless pen criminals in suits have continued to create chaos by holding 
the jugular of every government without caring about the sufferings of Nigerians and 
the cries of innocent children for their sustenance. Marginalization or injustice is 
another impediment towards the realization of peace in Africa. When some groups or 
ethnic groups are not considered and treated equally with the others, there is every 
likelihood that instability, violence and rancour will be the order of the day. For 
instance, in Nigeria today, because of the senseless civil war, the Igbos are made 
second class citizens in their own country, inspite of their contributions for the 
Independence of Nigeria. Ahamefule (2012) informs that the Igbos have the least 
number of representatives in the National Assembly, the least number of states among 
the six-geopolitical zones, etc. Government after government has continued to neglect 
the Igboland of Eastern Nigeria. Igbo is not in the industries, they are not even in 
important ministries. The only important ministry given to an Igbo man even in the 
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present administration is Ministry of Power. This type of treatment is happening in 
other countries of Africa apart from Nigeria. This does not augur well for peaceful co-
existence and development. Bad governance in Africa has perpetuated poverty, 
unemployment and increased costs of living in the continent. Most of the African 
nations have never experienced peace, for more than two decades now. The increase of 
civil war and trans-boarder wars has turned Africa into a hotbed of ignominious strife. 
According to Johnson (2011), the last decade has witnessed the collapse of the nation-
state in Somalia, Liberia, Rwanda and Congo and the general failure of national 
development plans throughout the continent. Ogundiya (2010), opines that governance 
is one of the major problems in Africa, which has been responsible for her political 
instability and absence of peace. Therefore, the absence or reduction of poverty, 
unemployment and crime rates as well as corruption, insecurity and ethnic violence will 
enhance peace in Nigeria and other African nations. There is a relationship between 
good governance, peace and development. 

 
The Importance of Peace to African Nations Sustainable Development 

Peace and stability are of high importance in promoting economic development 
of individuals and society at large. In other words, political stability is the key to 
progress and development, because it affects all facets of security, economic and social 
development in a community or state. Experience has shown that no partnership and 
even empowerment can ever thrive in an environment ravaged with rancour and 
disunity. The former Governor of Imo State, Nigeria, Udenwa (2006) informs that 
peace is the only gateway to any meaningful development in a community or country 
like Nigeria. Peace, at all times, stands out as a worthy project that encompasses all 
other projects. Peace arouses the consciousness of the business community both 
nationally and internationally, because where there is no peace there is no progress. No 
investor anywhere in the world can put his investment in an environment that lacks 
peace. Again, no hotel and / or tourist industry can thrive in a city of chaos. It is good 
to mention that the ingredients of peace are tolerance, transparency, good governance, 
due process, partnership and empowerment, etc. But these variables are not readily 
available in African government that is why peace has been elusive here. The former 
United Nations Secretary General, Boutrous Ghali (1995), says that peace is costly but 
it is worth the expense. Therefore, peace is not something you wish for, it is something 
you make, something you do, something you are, and something you give away. On 
this note, the presence of peace enables nation building to involve the use of populace 
for major infrastructural development to foster social harmony and economic growth. 
Peace multiplies Africa’s economic sustainability by creating an environment where the 
available resources can profit every African Nation. The value of peace to Africa is so 
good that the ancestors of our past struggle to posses it. Where there is peace there is 
hope and where there is hope life gives birth to love. Put differently, love indeed gives 
birth to development. In fact, peace has no substitute because it is the only “factor” that 
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brings development and growth in a nation. It is peace that encourages healthy 
competition amongst business entrepreneurs which have multiplier effects like 
employment, increased income, poverty reduction and increase in the standard of living 
of the citizenry. It is because of the fact that peace is a catalyst in economic 
development that it is acclaimed today as a “factor of production” (Udenwa, 2006, 
Ibid). Also, Africa will never be stable without peace. The peace we are looking from 
other foreign nations and great organizations are right in the hearts of every African. 
Hence, the foundation of all forms of development of Africa has its taproot in peace. 
Africa cannot do without peace because it strengthens economic stability, unity and 
development. The essence of peace to economic sustainability and stability of Africa is 
necessary to meet the need of the present generation, coupled with the positive actions 
of African leaders towards our future generations. Tooze and Murphy (1991) reaffirm 
that peace will tie the economic sustainability and stability together with a natural 
system of the development of Africa. With economic reforms, there are many positive 
effects, they will attract such as job creations, sense of belongingness on the part of the 
citizens, decrease in crime rates and social violence, which will enhance peace and 
security thereby promoting development and favourable climate for investment. It is 
only with peace that African nations can realize the establishment of balanced 
economic and trade relations with the various countries of the world, in order to attract 
foreign investors, improved standard of living and increased social welfare. A 
Ghanaian scholar, Johnson said he was asked a question while in JSS class, “How can 
peace sustain Liberia’s economy? His reply was “I think when the hearts of all 
Liberians are filled with the spirit of love and desire for peace, it will stop the war so 
that business people can invest to promote our economy”. The above statement or 
conversation gives a clearer picture of what peace is in national development and 
nation building generally. Again, only peaceful hearts and peaceful minds enjoy 
freedom. May (2005) opines that freedom is man’s capacity to take a hand in his own 
development. It is our capacity to mold ourselves. In effect, many African citizens have 
more energy, courage and determination to work if peace reigns in the continent and 
among their fellow sisters and brothers. Peace is very important in Africa, because 
without peace, Africa cannot lock itself out from ignorance, poverty and diseases so as 
to achieve nation building and economic stability. Malaysia, Singapore, China had 
rapid economic growth, development and property which mostly depends on peace 
based on sociopolitical factors rather than pure theoretical and economic policies 
(Selvarathinam, 2008). Peace means a lot for development. This is why the American 
President, John F. Kennedy says that “peace is a daily, a weekly, a monthly process, 
gradually changing opinions, slowly eroding old barriers, quietly building new 
structures”. Peace is important and inevitable to nation building, economic 
sustainability and stability of Africa. The absence of peaceful environment has affected 
the development of Africa negatively. Hence, where there is no peace, the people 
remain in fears, which discourages investment and security generally. 
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Ways of Achieving Peace and Economic Development in Africa 
For peace, security and development to be achieved in Nigeria in particular and 

Africa in general, the government alone cannot do it. Every individual and groups of 
people have got responsibilities especially parents. The moral decay in Nigeria now is 
alarming and shameful. There was a time in our life as a nation that parents rejected 
money they suspected to be ritual money from their sons. By then chieftaincy titles 
were recommended and given only by the villagers with a name reflecting truly what 
that person had done for the people. But today, chieftaincy titles are bought and given 
to criminals and ritual murderers, while corrupt looters of public funds in the 
government and “yahoo yahoo boys” are celebrated and crowned kings because they 
doled out ill gotten money to the traditional king makers. We cannot have peace and 
security in Nigeria when we celebrate thieves and criminals. Nwosu (2000) reveals that 
these are antithetical to peace and development in any society. But when excellence, 
hard work, knowledge and education are given the right place in the society, economic 
development and stability will follow. For Nigeria and Africa to achieve the desired 
peace, security and economic development, their political and opinion leaders must be 
ready to accommodate different views and put into practice those progressive ones even 
when they may come as criticisms. According to Onuoha (1995) the African political 
leaders must avoid traces of any form of ethnic favouritism, nepotism, gender 
discrimination while national interest should be the overriding factor for peace to reign. 
African leaders should not perpetuate themselves in office against the people’s wish. 
For us to achieve peace and progress in Nigeria we must borrow a leave from Dr. 
Nelson Mandela who after 27 years of unjust imprisonment by the colonial masters, 
came out of prison and without prejudice still led a government as the President of 
South Africa that incorporated all races and religions devoid of discrimination and 
vengeance. The government should change leadership style by ensuring adequate 
provision of the basic needs to the citizens as well as enhancing the dividends of 
democracy. This is because “good governance” is in short supply in Nigeria today. 
Chukwurah (2004) says that good governance involves the empowerment of the 
general populace without any discrimination as well as the judicious management of 
power by those in leadership positions by ensuring that the civil society is regularly 
involved and well informed, so as to be articulate and decisive in its response to issues 
of the day. Africa is no longer safe-heaven for investors because of the rising profile of 
terrorism, kidnapping, restiveness, insecurity and poverty due to bad leadership and 
corruption. For peace and development to thrive in Nigeria, aggressive campaigns for 
understanding and tolerance should begin in earnest. While tourists are scared to visit 
today’s Nigeria because of insecurity, Nigerians in Diaspora are equally afraid to come 
home. Issuance of genuine and reliable identification certificates is another way of 
achieving lasting peace and development in Africa generally. Presently, many 
Nigerians parade fake national identification certificates. No country has ever enjoyed 
peace, security and economic development when the accurate censuses of its nationals 
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are in question. According to the Director General of the National Identity Management 
Commission (NIMC), Chris Onyemenam (2012), more than 75 percent of the Nigerian 
population have fake identifications or are not properly captured. Under this condition, 
how can one have peace? Because crime cannot be controlled effectively under this 
condition as well as economic planning, it is against this backdrop that Uwakwe (2005) 
reveals that improper identification of Nigerians has made countless criminals to escape 
judgment thereby jeopardizing the security, peace and economic development of the 
nation. Finally for Nigeria to have peace and development, the Sovereign National 
Conference (SNC) is inevitable. Enahoro (2002) reiterates that all the well known 
political activists in the country have at one time or the other insisted on a national 
conference. Notable Nigerians from all divides, including longtime opponents of the 
idea, have come to embrace national dialogue. 

 
Conclusion 

Without employment, security cannot improve and if security is not improved 
peace and economic development will also not be achieved. African leaders must be 
sincere and God-fearing in their dealings with the citizenry. No country has ever had 
sustainable progress when her leaders are not sincere enough to put a square peg in a 
square hole. Emphasis should be laid on education as a way of promoting peace. 
Education is a veritable instrument for peace because it teaches dialogue and alternative 
dispute resolution and accountability. Lasting peace and development can be achieved 
in Nigeria and Africa entirely with the introduction of citizenship education, teaching 
of students by their parents the essence of mutual respect, tolerance and moral values. 
When good governance and employment are encouraged and emphasis laid on conflict 
and peace resolution in schools, etc. In a nutshell, peace is the basis of development and 
development is also the basis of peace. The development and economic growth which 
are based on clear scientific basis and sophisticated strategy, can only be strengthened 
by prevalence of security and political stability which is consistent with the 
requirements of the citizen to get the privileged position of development and progress. 
Conclusively, the challenges of attaining sustained economic development, nation 
building and stability in Africa include both the removal of constraints and our ability 
to ask God for peace. The gateway to peace is righteousness, which calls for 
collaboration and partnership between African governments, communities and church 
institutions. African development must be built on values, which are social, economic, 
moral and religious. The holy Bible declares “if my people, who are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins and will heal their land. 
Genuine lasting peace comes from the Almighty God through Jesus Christ, because 
Jesus is the peace of the World. 
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